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How to Read this Plan 

This Official Community Plan is a policy document which contains statements of intent or action that seek to fulfill the objectives that are built 
on the overall vision of the community. Each of the policies and sections are linked to one another. To enable a comprehensive understanding of 
the future direction of the community, the Plan and its sections should be read in its entirety and not in isolation from one another. 

Enjoy! 
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Section 1: The Official Community Plan 

1.1 Introduction 
¢ƘŜ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tƭŀƴ όƘŜǊŜƛƴŀŦǘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtƭŀƴέ ƻǊ άh/tέύ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǳŜƴŀ ±ƛǎǘŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term vision 
for the future. This Plan has been formed to assist the Village with 
growth and development opportunities over the next twenty five plus 
(25+) years. It functions as a comprehensive land use policy 
framework to help guide day-to-day management activities. 
Implementation occurs through actions by the Village and many 
others, including bylaws, public programs, projects, private 
developments, citizen actions, and more.  

The vision, goals, and policies contained within this Plan were created 
with the voice of the community. Community members provided their 
input through a community-wide survey, focus groups, and in-person 
meetings. 

 

 

  

The Official Community Plan: 

Introduction 
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1.2 Community Vision 
The community vision establishes an overall direction for the Village. The vision statement is intended to give 
a broad, inspirational image of the future that the community is aiming to achieve. The vision is written in 
present tense, in a positive tone, and is easy to understand. The ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻŦ .ǳŜƴŀ ±ƛǎǘŀΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ: 

 

 

In 2041Χ 

 

Buena Vista is a place to relax, recreate, and enjoy the natural beauty and surroundings of Last Mountain Lake and 

beyond.  

We are a community that prioritizes sustainable growth with a healthy mix of residential, open community spaces, 

and cottage commercial and industrial uses. Our vibrancy and health as a community is possible through our strong 

working partnerships with neighbouring municipalities. We work proudly together to ensure a safe and healthy lake 

and provide other services including infrastructure and community amenities.  

Our ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛty has a strong presence regionally and province-ǿƛŘŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ {ŀǎƪŀǘŎƘŜǿŀƴΩǎ destination 

for passive and active recreational experiences for all ages, and our tranquility and dark, starry skies.  

 

 

 

  

The Official Community Plan: Vision 
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1.3 Community Goals 
In implementing the vision there will be a strong focus on meeting the needs of community members by 
creating an attractive and accessible community that supports the needs of a diverse population. The 
community goals below will assist the Village in day-to-day decision making. 

 

To maintain meaningful partnerships with our neighbours that will ensure our 
vibrancy and health as a community for future generations. 

Community and Regional 
Sustainability

To enhance the usuage, connectivity, and overall quality of Last Mountain Lake.
Lakeshore

To maintain existing greenways and trails, and expand these networks to increase 
connectivity amongst other amenities and features. 

Greenways and Trails

To provide accessible and safe recreational amenities and programming on land 
and water.

Recreation

To provide a full range of efficient and quality delivery of municipal services.

Infrastructure and Public 
Service Lands

To protect residents and future developments through awareness of natural 
hazardous conditions that exist in the Village.

Natural Environment 
Hazardous Conditions

To ensure inclusive neighbourhoods that meet the needs of all residents including 
families, seniors, and those living with disabilities.

Residential Development

To attract and develop compatible cottage commercial and industrial 
developments on top of the hill.

Commercial and Industrial 
Development

The Official Community Plan: Community 

Goals 
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1.4 How this Plan Fits into the Legislative 

Framework and Beyond 
The Village of Buena Vista Official Community Plan meets the 
legislative requirements as outlined in The Planning and 
Development Act, 2007 and Statements of Provincial Interest. This 
Plan has been established and adopted in accordance with Section 
32 of the Act. 

This Plan responds to the requirements of the Act by providing 
policies based upon Community Goals. This will reduce uncertainty 
for both the public and private sectors with respect to future use of 
land by ensuring development practices that are compatible with 
the land base and environment. 

This OCP was developed from a participatory process with the 
involvement of many community members which is above and 
beyond the legislative requirements. The non-legislative authority 
for the Plan is the capacity-building and partnership opportunities 
that are realized as a correlation to sustainable growth, which is 
considered a priority by the community. 

The facilitation and process utilized during this planning framework 
is based on an Appreciative Inquiry model and is intended to ensure 
time for community capacity building and quality results. The model 
builds from the positives and asks participants to discuss best-hopes 
and goals for the future of the community. 

Foundations for Success were created with community 
representatives to ensure successful and productive meetings and 
process overall. The shared foundations that are important to the 
community include: 

 

¶ Being organized 

¶ Sharing information 

¶ Forming, storming, 
performing 

¶ Defined process 

¶ Comfortability 
 

¶ Good sound system 

¶ Mutual respect 

¶ Participation 

¶ Refreshments 

¶ Laughter 
 

1.4.1 Relationship to Other Village Bylaws and Plans 

This Plan is the primary guiding document for the creation and 
implementation of the Zoning Bylaw, the subdivision process, and 
various related land use oriented Bylaws such as the Building Bylaw. 
It provides direction for more detailed planning with respect to 
lakeshore development, natural hazard lands, and economic 
development. 

The Zoning Bylaw is used to implement the land use policies, 
particularly those related to specific land use designations in this 
Plan. The Zoning Districts outlined in the Zoning Bylaw are shared 
below. 

R1 
Residential Low Density 
District 

CS Community Service District 

R2 
Residential Low Density 
Topographical Limitation 
District 

FUD Future Urban Development 

R3 
Residential Medium Density 
District 

AR Agricultural Resource District 

R4 
Residential Large Lot Low 
Density District 

FH Flood Hazard Overlay 

C Commercial District SH Slope Hazard Overlay 

The Official Community Plan: Community 

Legislative Framework and Beyond 
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IND Cottage Industrial District 

1.5 Format of the Plan 
This Plan is divided into five (5) major parts: 

 

The Policies of the Plan are action statements intended to address 
particular issues and advance the Village towards its vision. Policy 
implementation should involve appropriate levels of consultation 
with the public and relevant stakeholders. As future amendments to 
the Plan are contemplated, considerations should be given as to 
how the proposed amendment conforms to the vision and themes 
presented in the Plan.  

Future Land Use Map: One 
of the key aspects of this 
Plan is to provide an overall 
future land use and 
development concept for the Village of Buena Vista. The Future 
[ŀƴŘ ¦ǎŜ aŀǇ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ŀǎ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ά!έ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ 
designations which have been determined by a number of factors 
including existing patterns of land use, projected land needs, 
resource areas, natural attributes and man-made features.  

Reference Maps: The series of reference maps attached in 
!ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ά.έ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ƭƭ wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
Maps are conceptual only and should not be used to make site 
specific decisions. 

Action Plans: To achieve the goals set out in this Official Community 
Plan, a clear plan of action or implementation strategy is required.  
An Action Plan template for the Village has been included in 
!ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ά5έ to provide a checklist of the key action items that will 
need to be completed to help the Village achieve its goals outlined 
in the Plan. Each action item relates to policy statements included in 
the Plan and will require the action items to be prioritized. The 
action items should be reviewed regularly to monitor progress and 
to determine if changes are required. 

  

ωAn Introduction to the Official Community Plan. The 
vision and goals of the community are also provided.Section 1 

ωAn overview about the Village of Buena Vista.Section 2

ωThe land use policies and objectives for the Village are 
provided in this section. Section 3

ωSpecial Planning Areas, provides policies for lands that 
are goverened by other orders of government. Section 4

ωImplementation, introduction to action planning as a 
means of implementing the Official Community Plan. Section 5

The Official Community Plan: Format of 

the Plan 
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Section 2: The Village of Buena Vista 

2.1 Lay of the Land Today (Planning Context) 

The Village of Buena Vista is located in southern Saskatchewan 
along the Provincial Highway #54, a short distance from the City of 
Regina; 58 kilometres (km) northwest. The community is known by 
other nearby features including Last Mountain Lake which is the 
front landscape of the community and the continuity of various 
communities including the Resort Village of Lumsden Beach to the 
east, the Town of Regina Beach to the west, and Kinookimaw 
further west. 

The Village has a number of community services and amenities. 
These include: the municipal office and shop, a number of park 
spaces, ball diamonds, trails, and an outdoor skating rink. 
Community members also rely on neighbouring communities 
including the Town of Regina Beach, Town of Lumsden, and the City 
of Regina for other services such as education, food, shopping, and 
health care.  

According to the 2011 Census of Canada, the population for the 
Village was 5241. This represents a 6.9% increase from the 2006 
Census, when the population was 490. The community is home to 
both permanent and seasonal residents, whereby the population 
increases during the summer months. The community has seen 
steady growth over the years, according to the 2001 Census of 
Canada, when the population was 397.  

Total private dwellings in 2011 included 376, compared to 356 in 
the 2006 Census. Of the 376 dwellings in Buena Vista, 220 are 

                                                           
1 Census of Canada. (2011). Community Profile.  [2011 Data Products]. 
Retrieved from E-STAT http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-
recensement/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E 

considered to be occupied 
by residents; all of which are identified as single-detached housing.  

2.1.1 Population Projections 

When looking at the growth of the Village over the years, some 
growth projections can be calculated. Three scenarios are presented 
in this section ς a 1.0%, 1.5%, and 2.0% yearly growth rate. Table 
1.1 and Figure 1.1 represent the growth projections from the 2011 
Census to 2026. First, with the 1.0% growth rate, it is possible for 
the Village to have a population of 551 in 2016 and up to 608 by 
2026. With a 1.5% growth rate, the population could increase to 
565 in 2016 and up to 655 by 2026. Finally, with a 2.0% growth rate, 
the 2016 population could grow to 578 and up to 705 by 2026.  

These growth projections represent modest growth over the years. 
The projections provide the Village with a preliminary look at future 
growth and will assist in setting future priorities.  

Table 1.1 ς Buena Vista Population Projections 
 2016 2021 2026 

1.0% Growth 551 579 608 

1.5% Growth 565 608 655 

2.0% Growth 578 639 705 

 

The Village of Buena Vista: Today 

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E
http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2011/dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E
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2.2 Regional Context 

The Village of Buena Vista is located in the Rural Municipality of 
Lumsden No. 189 along the south shore of Last Mountain Lake.  It is 
recognized that the Village resides in the Treaty 4 territory. The 
community is close to its neighbours as they are situated 
contiguously along the lake. The neighbouring communities include 
the Town of Regina Beach; Resort Village of Lumsden Beach; and 
Hamlet of Kinookimaw. Kinookimaw is shared by seven First Nation 
Bands that have lands in region. These include: Daystar, Pasqua, 
Gordons, Muscowpetung, Poormans, Muskowekan, and Piapot. 
Other communities in the wider region include the Town of 
Lumsden; RM of McKillop No. 220; Village of Sask Beach; Village of 
Bulyea; Village of Glen Harbour; and the City of Regina. The Village 
of Buena Vista has a varying degree of interaction with the above 

communities; from utilizing community services to shared 
agreements, and more.  

The Village works closely with the Town of Regina Beach, as they 
are located directly adjacent to one another. The two communities 
work in collaboration on recreational programming and amenities, 
the South Shore School, and socials. The communities together call 
themselves the South Shore Community. The Buena Vista Parks and 
Recreation Committee provides year round programming for 
residents and visitors.  

Success in the development and implementation of the OCP will be 
achieved through ongoing collaboration with neighbouring 
municipalities and varying orders of government.  
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Figure 1.1 Village of Buena Vista Population 
Projections
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Section 3: A Look Forward 

The policies in this section are to help the Village of Buena Vista 
achieve its goals and overall vision. The policy statements are 
reflective and complement the identification of future land use 
potentials as outlined in the Future Land Use Map (Appendix ά!έύΦ 
In addition, the policies will promote and address the need to 
continue stimulating economic development, provide guidelines to 
reduce conflicts between land uses, protect sensitive environmental 
areas, and to develop strategies which support community 
revitalization and population growth. There is the potential to plan 
and provide for the best possible mix of activities, services, and land 
uses for the greater community. 

3.1 General Development Land Use Policies 

 

 

Policies 

.1 Developments in the Village will be safe, accessible, and 
compatible with surrounding land uses. The Future Land Use 
aŀǇ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ά!έ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ 
residential, cottage commercial and industrial, and green space. 

 
.2 When reviewing applications for development, consideration 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ h/t. When 
reviewing applications for development, consideration of 
alternative methods and techniques, and promising practices 
will be considered. A proposal shall be denied when it is 
detrimental to the health, safety, general welfare of persons 
residing in the area, or is incompatible with existing or proposed 
land uses in the vicinity. 
 

.3 Future development shall integrate into the natural 
surroundings and complement the surrounding community 
design, landscape, and vegetation. Existing trees and vegetation 
shall be retained where possible and incorporated into site 
planning. 
 

.4 The Village encourages 
the retention of existing 
trees where possible 
and shall ensure 
additional trees and 
plant materials are 
provided as part of all 
development proposals.  
 
 

Objectives 

¶ To provide safe and accessible developments. 

¶ To encourage a community that meets the needs of its diverse 

residents and businesses. 

¶ To enhance the distinct sense of place and livability of the 

Village through high quality design and maintenance of natural 

form. 

¶ To support balanced growth and development of year round 

and seasonal amenities. 

¶ To avoid and minimize potential land use conflicts. 

¶ To provide multiple sized lot options to accommodate various 

types of development. 

¶ To retain rural landscapes, star light skies, open vistas, and 

agricultural lands in the Village. 

 

 

A Look Forward: General Development 

Land Use Policies 



 
Village of Buena Vista Official Community Plan ς Bylaw No. 6-16 

 

     Page 13   

.5 The Village supports development and new subdivisions in areas 
where servicing and infrastructure are in place, or planned, to 
support the intensity and type of development. Development 
shall minimize the potential impact to drainage, landscape, or 
other natural conditions and shall be required to mitigate on 
and off-site impacts. 

 
.6 All lands shall be left in a natural state whenever possible. The 

developer shall work with the natural terrain and vegetation. 
Land clearing and 
water drainage that 
effects neighbouring 
property owners will 
not be permitted.  
 

.7 The Village requires 
the maintenance of 
properties to ensure 
the aesthetic appeal 
and enhancement of 
the Village is fulfilled.  
 

.8 Vacant properties and open space areas outside maintained 
parks shall be kept free of litter and debris, abandoned vehicles, 
derelict structures, polluted soil, groundwater, and other 
pollution and nuisances. 
 

.9 Bylaw enforcement will be utilized in addressing issues related 
to motor vehicles, all-terrain vehicles, vacant lots, and unsightly 
properties. 
 

.10 Sustainable community development that provides a mix of 
seasonal, permanent, and affordable options shall be 
encouraged. To accommodate different types of development, 

through the subdivision process, the Village shall develop 
and/or work with developers to provide a variety of lot sizes. 
 

.11 The Village shall maintain dark skies by: 
a. Developing star light sky principles and guidelines for the 

Village; 
b. Requiring lighting in outdoor areas to be downward 

directed and conform to this Plan and any principles and 
guidelines established by the municipality; and, 

c.  Residents are required to use downward directed lighting. 
 

.12 The Village of Buena Vista values the agricultural land 
surrounding the community. Land for sustainable growth of 
agricultural activities including the diversification and expansion 
of agricultural and value-added agribusiness development is 
encouraged. 

  



 
Village of Buena Vista Official Community Plan ς Bylaw No. 6-16 

 

     Page 14   

3.2 Community and Regional Sustainability 
The Village of Buena Vista is committed to ensuring the community 
is sustainable for future generations. The sustainability of the 
Village can be defined through the community make up, providing 
amenities and services to residents and visitors, access to the lake, 
park space and trails, and providing an opportunity for growth and 
development. 

5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
lake front, the success of sustainability is also dependent on 
working relationships with municipal and First Nation neighbours. 
The Village currently participates in a regional working group known 
as the Inter-Municipal Utilities Committee (IMUC). Regional 
initiatives are in place such as EMO plans, fire agreements, and 
more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Sustainability Policies 

.1 The Village shall enhance local communication through a variety 
of forms that are open and transparent and brings the public 
together with municipal officials. This includes regular reports 
to the community and forums allowing public input and 
participation in initiatives requiring research. 
 

.2 Advisory committees may be established to solicit input on 
planning and development, strategic planning, social, cultural, 
economic, infrastructural, and environmental issues.  

Objectives 

¶ To encourage an age friendly community. 

¶ To promote a strong awareness of municipal events, 

regulations, and developments amongst residents, 

neighbouring communities, and land owners. 

¶ To encourage and foster local stewardship and citizen 

participation in community committees. 

¶ To expand primary health care services in the region. 

¶ To ensure safe infrastructure for public use. 

¶ To regularly update emergency response and evacuation 

plans. 

¶ To collaborate with neighbours on future land use planning, 

environmental preservation, economic development, and 

service delivery of community, recreational, health, and 

emergency services. 

A Look Forward: Community and 

Regional Sustainability 
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.3 The Village will ensure development enhances the cultural well-

being of residents through support for art and cultural 
programs. 
 

.4 Year-round seasonal activities and festivals shall be promoted 
by the Village. New events year-round that gather community 
members at large shall be encouraged. 

Social Policies 

.5 Social needs should be addressed when planning the built 
environment to ensure 
residents are safe, healthy, 
and fulfilled. The Village may 
investigate the provisioning of 
a community centre for 
residents to provide 
opportunity for social 
interaction.  
 

.6 Residents shall be given the 
opportunity to pursue 
community building initiatives 
with appropriate support and 
encouragement when planning 
community services, programs, facilities, neighbourhood 
environments, or other matters that affect their quality of life. 
 

.7 The Village shall consider features that support, attract, and 
retain a diverse population including youth, singles, families, 
seniors, and people living with disabilities. 

 

.8 The Village shall encourage adaptable features to ensure 
accessibility in new and existing developments to accommodate 

people with mobility challenges and to enable seniors to age in 
place. 

Safety and Health Policies 

.9 Public safety and health requirements shall guide all 
development. This includes development of community and 
recreational amenities such as trails, transportation networks, 
residential, 
commercial, and 
industrial. 
 

.10 The Village shall 
support health 
amenities and 
services provided in the region and shall continue to participate 
in discussions with neighbouring communities, the Health 
Region, and other stakeholders to expand services in the area. 
Expanded services may include blood work, x-rays, chiropractic 
care, reiki, and others.  
 

.11 The Village shall ensure that emergency and responsiveness 
plans are current and reflect changes in land uses or activities. 
This includes the identification of evacuation routes for all areas 
of the Village. 
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Future Urban Development and Inter-Governmental 
Cooperation Policies 
.12 The Village of Buena Vista has jurisdiction to manage many of 

the developments to protect natural assets. The Village shares 
Last Mountain Lake with the region and encourages more 
interaction with the surrounding communities and First 
Nations to discuss future growth of the area. 
 

.13 The Village shall cooperate with neighbouring communities to 
promote inter-municipal and governmental partnerships 
ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ .ǳŜƴŀ ±ƛǎǘŀΩǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ land 
use conflicts for existing and proposed uses on the 
undeveloped lands adjacent to the Village. 
 

.14 Inter-governmental initiatives that focus on a cooperative 
approach to providing and sharing cost efficient and effective 
services shall be encouraged. 
 

.15 The development of a regional planning framework is 
encouraged by the Village to continue dialogue regarding 
future land use, growth, development, environmental 
considerations, economic development, and tourism. 
 

.16 The Village supports regular meetings with neighbouring 
communities and First Nations to provide regular updates and 
identify opportunities to work inter-municipally. 
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3.3 Lakeshore Development   
Last Mountain Lake (also known as Long Lake) is a prairie lake that is 
approximately 93 kilometres long and 3 kilometres wide. It was 
formed from meltwaters of continental ice sheet draining south into 
ǘƘŜ vǳΩ!ǇǇŜƭƭŜ ƎƭŀŎƛŀƭ ǎǇƛƭƭǿŀȅ ммΣллл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀƪŜ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ vǳΩ!ǇǇŜƭƭŜ wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ 
waterbody in southern Saskatchewan.2 

Last Mountain Lake is a key feature of the Village of Buena Vista. It 
is one of many communities that reside along the lake. The 
community has identified a number of factors related to the lake 
that are important. This includes water quality, protection of 
shoreline, usage of the lake (motorized vs non-motorized), and 
public access.  

 

General Policies 

.1 The Village is committed to ensuring the quality of the lake is 
preserved. The Village together with neighbouring communities, 
First Nations, the Water Security Agency, and other 
stakeholders shall continue efforts to identify opportunities to 
enhance water quality. This may be done through 

                                                           
2 http://esask.uregina.ca/entry/last_mountain_lake.html 

comprehensive plans 
and studies such as a 
Lakeshore Master Plan. 
 

.2 The Village shall ensure the provision of public access to the 
lake for recreational use by residents and visitors by the 
following means, subject to environmental and engineering 
constraints: 
a. Where publicly owned properties have access to 

watercourses, provide public access; 
b. Keep road ends that front on the lake open to the public; 

and 
c. Whenever, possible, secure properties or a right-of-way. 

 
.3 The Village shall improve existing access points as needed with 

enhanced trail networks and other facilities.  
 

.4 Connections throughout the Village and wider region to the lake 
shall be identified and created in the least disruptive manner as 
possible.  
 

.5 In order to enhance public use of the beach and lake, the Village 
shall identify areas suitable for community and recreational 
amenities. Such 
development includes 
beach volleyball 
courts, washrooms 
and change facilities, 
parking, playground 
structures, and more.  
 

Objectives 

¶ To preserve the water quality of the lake. 

¶ To support and enhance the natural ecology of the lakeshore. 

¶ To protect existing public accesses. 

¶ To create new access points and connecting trails. 

¶ To identify and enhance natural trail networks to the lake. 

¶ To provide beach community and recreational amenities. 

¶ To develop a public marina on Last Mountain Lake. 

 

A Look Forward: Lakeshore Development 
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.6 There is potential to develop a marina along the lake to provide 
a designated area for boats. The Village shall collaborate with 
surrounding communities to discuss the potential development 
of a marina and identify an area that is most suitable. 
 

.7 All development near water bodies will be complementary to 
the natural features of the surrounding area. All development 
shall be in accordance with the 25 Year Water Security Plan3 
and all other Provincial legislation and requirements. 

Ground and Source Water Policies 

.8 Developments shall not deplete or pollute groundwater 
resources within the Village. Investigations to assess the impact 
of development on groundwater resources including drainage 
may be required in order to protect aquifers and their supply. 
 

.9 The Saskatchewan Water Security Agency will be utilized as a 
source of technical advice and in determining the method of 
protection required in circumstances which may include: 
a. Ensuring that the development and on-going operation of 

activities associated with the land use will not pose a risk or 

cause pollution of the soil, surface water, or groundwater 

resources; and, 

b. The municipal footprint and any precautionary measures 

which are required to be taken to sufficiently mitigate the 

potential risks of endangering soil, surface and groundwater 

resources. 

 

.10 Development shall avoid any alteration to drainage, landscape, 
or other natural conditions and shall be required to mitigate on 

                                                           
3https://www.wsask.ca/Global/About%20WSA/25%20Year%20Water%20S
ecurity%20Plan/WSA_25YearReportweb.pdf 

and off-site impacts. Detailed analysis by a qualified engineer 
shall include studies for water quantity and quality, septic 
services, shoreline erosion, and any works required to support 
the proposed development. 
 

.11 Proponents may be required to obtain comments, 
recommendations, and requirements from appropriate referral 
agencies or private consultants regarding water supply quality 
and quantity considerations, waste or manure management 
plans, and other issues that may be required for the purpose of 
ensuring public health and safety. 

 

.12 Development will be prohibited in areas where slope instability 
has been identified. Slope instability areas are shown on the 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƳŀǇ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άbŀǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎέ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ά.нΦέ 
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3.4 Greenways, Trails, and Heritage  
The Village of Buena Vista is proud of the park space and trails 
provided throughout the community. For the purpose of this Plan, 
greenway shall mean corridors or protected open spaces that are 
publicly or privately owned and managed for conservation and 
recreation purposes. Current greenways in the Village include 
Heritage and Dobson Parks. 

There has been an area identified to enhance greenways in the 
Village and surrounding areaΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά/ƻƭǾƛƴΩǎ 
/ƻǳƭŜŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƭŜŜ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ƘƛƭƭǎΣ ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ƭŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
water stream flows into Last Mountain Lake. There is an 
opportunity in the future to enhance the conservation of lands. 

The community utilizes trails for walking, biking, and non-motorized 
vehicles. Expansion and enhancement of the trail systems is a 
priority to the Village whereby all users are safe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Look Forward: Greenways, Trails, and 

Heritage 
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Greenway and Trail Policies 

.1 The Village of Buena Vista shall enact regulations and policies 
that will enhance and protect integrated greenways and trail 
networks. Efforts will be made to improve and enhance the 
greenways network, with activities affecting them conducted in 
an environmentally sensitive manner. 
 

.2 The Village shall identify and pursue park space when park 
development has the potential to preserve, complement, or link 
together sensitive ecosystems. This also includes ensuring 
recreational access to sensitive areas where the habitat and 
ecological function is not compromised. 

.3 New and existing trail networks will ensure the safety of all 
users.  

 
.4 Existing and new park and open space locations shall be linked 

with trail and walkway networks. 
 

.5 The Village will encourage and promote active transportation by 
adding and improving walkways, trails, and cycling facilities. 
 

.6 In order to promote safe trail networks and use, identification 
through signage and educational materials about permitted 
modes of transit on the trails may be pursued. 
 

.7 Council may consider the acquisition of land or other 
investments when developing the greenway and trail network 
and when reviewing development applications in the Village. 
 

.8 The Village shall seek partnerships with organizations, 
developers, and individuals to promote, enhance, and expand 
greenways and trail networks. Partnerships may include other 
government bodies, non-governmental organizations such as 
the Nature Conservancy of Canada, environmental groups, and 
local stakeholders. 

Heritage Policies 

.9 Sites with potential for significant heritage resources shall be 
identified to ensure the protection of these resources when 
these lands may be affected by development. When 
development is proposed in these areas, an assessment of the 
potential impact on natural and human heritage resources 
prepared by a qualified environmental professional shall be 
required as part of the development proposal. Areas with 
heritage sensitivity are identified as a reference map in 
!ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ ά.Φέ 

Objectives 

¶ To provide a comprehensive park system emphasizing access to 

the lake, walking, and cycling while ensuring adequate space for 

recreational amenities, playgrounds, and green space. 

¶ To create corridors and improve connections linking open spaces. 

¶ To ensure adequate natural greenways for the protection of the 

habitat movement of wildlife. 

¶ To foster the use of greenways as active transportation route for 

non-motorized transportation. 

¶ To encourage the re-greening or re-planting of natural 

vegetation of pathways or corridors in developed areas. 

¶ To promote and foster awareness of the importance of 

greenways and trail networks. 

¶ To identify and pursue conservation area(s) designation. 

¶ To identify and protect cultural and heritage resources. 
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.10 The Village shall work with community stakeholders to identify 
and assess the importance of built and natural heritage sites 
and areas within the Village. At the request of property owners 
and in accordance with The Heritage Property Act, significant 
historic sites and architectural 
features shall be designated and 
suitably recognized. 
 
.11 Heritage resources shall be 

protected where:  
a. Buildings or landscapes 

received or in the process of 
receiving municipal or 
provincial designation; and 

b. Buildings or landscapes have 
been developed and operate as heritage sites. 

Municipal and Environmental Reserve Policies  

.12 Subdivision applicants will be required to dedicate 
the full amount of municipal reserve owing in the 
forms provided for in The Planning and 
Development Act, 2007. Public, municipal, and 
environmental reserves may be used for active and 
passive recreation, the development of continuous 
pedestrian linkages or for natural drainage courses, 
storm or run-off recreation. 
 

.13 In new residential development, developers will meet the 
requirements for the dedication of municipal reserve areas for 
park space and for environmental reserve. Developers shall be 
encouraged to create reserve land into larger parks and provide 
pedestrian linkages between parks when possible. Care shall be 
taken to ensure proper sediment control is maintained on all 
reserve sites to protect the lake ecosystem. 

 

.14 Dedication of municipal reserve is required for subdivision; the 
municipality may accept cash-in-lieu of dedication, deferral or a 
combination of dedication and cash-in-lieu unless there is an 
identified need for recreational land in the vicinity of the 
development. Where cash-in-lieu is taken, the money may be 
used to purchase municipal reserves, particularly where the 
land can also be used for storm water management or for the 
expansion and development of public reserve and 
environmental reserve as needed in other areas. 
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3.5 Recreation 
The Village of Buena Vista is known as a year-round recreational 
hub for passive and active recreation. The Village would like to 
become a recreational hub for the area as the community has all 
the necessary amenities to do so. Current recreational amenities 
include the ball diamonds, outdoor skating rink, summer and winter 
trail networks, and the lake for boating, fishing (summer and 
winter), and swimming. The Village also maintains a strong 
partnership with the Town of Regina Beach through the Buena Vista 
and Regina Beach Parks and Recreation Committees, which provide 
year-round programming for both communities.  

It is recognized by the community that there are a number of 
different uses on the lake. It is important to the Village to provide a 
balance and opportunities for each type of use. Specific public use 
enhancements for recreational amenities and activities are some of 
the goals shared by community members. 

 

Policies 

.1 A variety of passive, active, and four season recreational 
amenities are encouraged in the Village. 
 

.2 Future recreational uses in Buena Vista shall include the 
development of structures, buildings, and landscaped areas 
which, without limiting innovation and marketing attributes are 

compatible with adjacent uses 
and ensure a high level of visual 
and aesthetic quality. 
 

.3 The Village will encourage the development of new recreational 
and community facilities such as a community/recreational 
centre that provides a space for gathering and programming. 
 

.4 The Village of Buena Vista shall enhance and identify new and 
existing trail opportunities and connections for non-vehicular 
activities for day-to-day commuting and recreation. 
 

.5 Lakeshore access with walkways, parks, and open spaces shall 
be identified and provided to ensure residents and visitors have 
access to beach and water recreation. 
 

.6 The Village shall, through Concept Plans, identify areas for 
recreational development. This includes beaches, park spaces, 
trails, and boat launch. 
 

.7 Together with other Last Mountain Lake communities, the 
Village shall participate in a lake study to identify overall current 
and projected usage. This information will also be utilized to 
designate lake zones to accommodate a variety of non-
motorized and motorized uses. 
 

.8 In order to accommodate visitors to the Village of Buena Vista, 
the development of a campground is encouraged. A more 
detailed study would be required to determine location, 
infrastructure requirements, and other details.  

 

 

Objectives 

¶ To ensure public access and use of lake. 

¶ To maintain and enhance trail networks. 

¶ To maintain and identify areas for park space. 

¶ To provide passive and active recreational amenities. 

¶ To pursue the development of a recreational centre. 

A Look Forward: Recreation 
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3.6 Infrastructure and Public Service Lands 
Residents in Buena Vista are able to access all infrastructure 
services including water, sewer, waste, power, phone, and internet. 
Currently, residents access water lines throughout the community. 
There is garbage pick-up and recycling in the Village and there is a 
waste management site that is owned and operated by the Town of 
Regina Beach. Power, phone, and internet are sourced by outside 
providers including SaskPower and Sasktel. 

Road networks through the Village include the Provincial Highway 
#54 and local roads that consist of a mix of gravel and paved. Due to 
the nature of the Village being located in a valley near a lake, there 
have been some challenges with regards to flooding and drainage 
which has resulted in damaged properties and infrastructure. The 
Village is committed to being proactive in identifying areas that 
require attention now and into the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Look Forward: Infrastructure and Public 

Service Lands 
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Infrastructure Policies 
.1 In managing growth and change, the Village shall maintain a 

long-term asset management plan to ensure growth will not 
place an undue strain on municipal infrastructure or public 
service facilities. 
 

.2 Strategies and standards for the orderly, efficient, and 
economical extension of streets will require adopting and 
implementing an infrastructure maintenance and 
rehabilitation plan. This plan will inventory infrastructure 
assets and provide an upgrade and replacement schedule for 
ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ 

 
.3 The Village shall ensure that public works, capital, and 

infrastructure assets maintain or exceed current standards 
and shall incorporate servicing standards into all infrastructure 
upgrading and extensions. 

 
.4 The planning, phasing, and development of water and sewer 

services will be based on: 
a. Financial resources of the Village; 
b. Conformance with environmental regulations; 
c. The demand for services and need for upgrading; 
d. The logical extension of existing services; and 
e. Growth trends. 

 
.5 The Village will explore opportunities for using energy and 

resource efficient systems and building techniques and 
materials in municipal building and infrastructure. 
 

.6 The adequacy of municipal services will be monitored and 
upgrading or expansion of the infrastructure shall equitably 
meet the needs of seasonal and full time residents. Front end 
costs of expanding municipal services and infrastructure shall 
be recovered through levies to the developer for new areas as 
they are developed. 
 

.7 The Village shall maintain and enhance infrastructure, 
including potable water, waste, and solid waste facilities and 
services. Exploring options and opportunities for a Village wide 
sewer system (e.g. lagoon) is encouraged. 
 

.8 Investigation and implementation of integrated wastewater 
management and treatment technologies that provide greater 
local social, economic, and environmental benefits may be 
pursued. 
 

.9 The Village shall work with utility providers to maintain and 
enhance public and private facilities and services for power, 
energy, and telecommunications. 
 

Objectives 

¶ To provide safe and quality transportation and infrastructure 

systems. 

¶ To ensure proper drainage throughout the Village. 

¶ To complete and maintain a drainage study. 

¶ To encourage the use of existing infrastructure. 

¶ To ensure adequate future quantity and quality of domestic 

water supply. 

¶ To expand and enhance water and sewer systems. 

¶ To reduce the volume of waste generated by improving 

recycling systems and reviewing other recycling options. 

¶ To collaborate with our neighbouring communities to 

explore a variety of service delivery options. 
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.10 The development and maintenance of a comprehensive 
drainage study is supported in order to ensure water is 
properly mitigated and benefits 
the Village and residents in 
terms of cost-savings. 
 

.11 Unauthorized drainage of 
surface water runoff from any 
land throughout the Village 
shall be prohibited. Water 
courses shall not be filled or 
altered without the prior 
approval of the Water Security 
Agency, Ministry of 
Environment, and the Village of 
Buena Vista. 

Streets, Roadways, and Access 
.12 In order to provide for efficient development and reasonable 

access to the Village of Buena Vista, the Village will endeavor 
to coordinate, in consultation with the Department of 
Highways and Transportation, for the planning, construction, 
maintenance and repair, or alteration of major transportation 
links on Highway #54 into the Village. 
 

.13 The Village will encourage 
developments that will 
ensure safe access and 
egress from adjacent 
roadways 
without 
disrupting their 
transportation 
function.  
 

.14 Street 
classification of 
local, arterial, 
and collector 
streets should 
be established 
in order to 
promote 
orderly, safe, 
and efficient 
street systems. Control of access points and provision of 
service roads may be required in some instances. 
 

.15 The maintenance of internal roads of the Village, dust control, 
and the need for 
additional signage shall 
be monitored and 
improved by the Village 
as required.  

 

.16 The Village shall provide 
a comprehensive 
network of safe pedestrian and bicycle facilities using Village 
































































